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THAE STRANGZ ciHCOUN LR ) O e STE R T e HAFFEF OR NOT?
gy David-ilungg e e
Fi SR SO ISR alittoin = Somethlng strange happened in the

-

park on the nlght of Septltember 27 in the provinciai town of
Voronezh, Soviet scientists agreed on Friday.

cut atter a week of sensational stories of alien landings in
a shining ball and a thre=2-eyed monster with a magic pistol,
tnat seemed to be about the only thing they could say rfor sure.

"4 wave o7 rumours and fantasies has swept throuon Voronezh
over tne iast tew days’’', the local correspondent of Pravda
Vaiery Stepnov reported as a week of near-panic drew to a close.

""Feople are atraid, but the locai authorities szem to have
done nothing to calm these fears,’'’ he said.

Cnildren who claim lo nave seen the l1anding were due to
appealr on Saturday before a ivcal commission responsible for
invesligyaiing abnormal pnenomena. :

Stepnov Jdeclared: ""Clear and well-argqued answers are
required immediasiely. Ginerwise2, rumours ai aiien landings couid
suddenly spread all over--the globe.’’

Suviet nuewspapers and lne ofricial news agency 1ass have
prinled lurid accounts ot inree—-meire—-nign (i0-fuot) creatures
wiln nree eyes landing their luminous spnere in a Voronezhn
pack. :

ccording tuo {he reportis, on= of tne cliiens, silver-suited
and accompanied Py a rovot,; siroiled -through the park beforse
Tiring an uwnuswally large gun at a 1lé-year-old boy, wno
temporarily vanishned. ne reappeared when the spacecrart lert.

Giner ""numanoids'' were reported from other country spots.

A reporter told the newspaper NHomsomolskaya Pravda he
chatted with a group of glowing aliens in the Ural iMountains
town o7 Ferm and was toid they canie from the pianet Red Star.

Such slories are no new phnenomenon in this traditionaily
superstitious couniry. Recently a faitn healer wno treats
various ailments on television has attracted tens of miliions o7
virvwers.

fravda noted that air traffic monitors in the area of
vYoronezh recorded nothing unusual at the time the landing was
supposed to nave occurred. :

cut vne ot the scientistis investicating the incident told
Reuters ne was convinced lhe childien nad witnessed some unusuati
prienomenon and snoulid be beiieved.
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ievels of magnetism. It’'s obvious sometning did happen, said
Genrikn Silanov, head oi thne Voronezh Geophysical tLaboratory.
Anoiner wember of tne leam said measuremenils at the site
shuwed that a weignl of 41 lonnes would nave teen ne=2de=d to
ctause lhe imprintls which, according to WILHEbbEb, were lerl by
tne myslery crati’s ianding gear.
; Flavda, wiichn edriier in.the week reported {he landing
aimusti as a Maiier uf facl, on Friday regreiied (nat there wera
U phulugracins UT e =ncounier Delween aiiens and ieenagers

And Steonov acknowledged (natl the rugor*' ceme tram cniidren
artd le=magers o7 "Min age when e rmaglnaiion can make? Tirss Out
UT Small SPairRks.

n=2 Now dsked: ""The gquesiion is —— were there any sparks?’’
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wea measured the landing site and recorded unbelievably high
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